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By PHIL GALLD

jazs singer and a Danish elec-

troni¢ wizard pair o create

an intoxicating blend ol
down-tempo, funk and soul beats
and melodies, bul in a reach
beyvond most of their clubbing
brethren, they have managed (o
put on a show as well. Celebrat-
ing the release of their debut,
“lllegal Carge” (Tommy Boy),
Slow Train Soul is the rare elec-
tromically driven act with a focal
point, Lady Z, who brings ele-
ments of Grace Jones, Ella Firz-
gerald and a gangsta Big Julie
(from “CGuys and Dolls™) to her
persona and vocals.

Lady Z, given that name by
folk-jazz legend Terry Callier, also
possesses a Bille Hobiday whisper
— think “Lady Sings the Groove™
— and a sultrincss that floats
above the electronics of Morten

Varano, who possesses an armload
of credits on electronic compila-
tions, Tailor-made for the Buddha
Bar sel, Varano twists knobs and
tosses in occasional keyboard
runs, mixing classic Fender Rhodes
sounds with buzzes and washes and
bhps, Its as warm as clectronic
musi¢ seemingly can be,

A live drummer brings depth to
the beats: when Lady Z joins in
on a pair of snare drums and a
cowbell, the music becomes wildly
alive without overpowering the
listener, The two know their "70s
music, evoking the echoey patterns
of blaxploitation soundtracks, big
city balladeers and even, on
“Stoned Rays,” the opening piano
rifl of Traffic’s “Low Spark of the
High Heeled Boys” Lady £, who
ended the evening singing the line,
“The blues is my only friend
tonight™ a cappella in the crowd, is
daring enough to scat her way
through sections without fully
bringing attention o her wvocal
improvisation. The songs, many of
them about four minutes long,
always remann the focus.




